


Churches strive to reach out to their communi-
ties.
Retiring Vision Ohio missionary Dr. Ron

Boehm listed several key elements that led to
the explosion of the past decade:

® Key churches like Grace Brethren
Church, Columbus, and Woodville
(Mansfield, Ohio) that created training
centers. These training centers produced
effective training tracks that assisted many
bi-vocational as well as vocational pastors
planting and serving these new churches.
Pastor’s wives also benefited from training
tracks that served them. Northwest Chapel
(Dublin, Ohio) created and supported the
prayer movement as well as base
churches in Ashland, Woodville
(Mansfield), Norton, and Fremont that
blanketed their surrounding areas with new
churches and branch campuses.

® Powerful expressions of the
Gospel that led to many new believers in
Jesus Christ. Through effective follow-up,
more and better disciples of Jesus Christ
were produced.

® Broad-based support by churches
and individuals for the church-planting
systems provided by VisionOhio and
GO2USA and the willingness of planters
and mother churches to take advantage of
them.

® A new level of cooperation among
District Mission Boards and church-
planting congregations.

® A passionate movement of lay

people who responded to the call to plant
churches as missional families, gatherers,
shepherds, and founding pastors.

® Broad-based, visionary, and gen -
€rous support of ethnic and generation-
ally progressive churches by individuals
and churches in Ohio and around the
country.

® The six local metro initiatives  in
Columbus, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Toledo,
Akron, and Dayton where the churches
found visionary ways to cooperate.

® The micropolitan initiative  that
eventually led to a church in every one of
the 88 counties of Ohio.

“Vision 2020 never

really ended,” he contin-
ued. “We consider it an ongo-
ing vision discovery process.
We prayerfully revised our
Future Story and our strate-
gies every year throughout
the decade. That was part of
our growing sense of commu-
nity and cooperation.”

The incontrovertible fruit of dependence
upon God and godly cooperation with each other
Is the clearest testimony to God'’s leading in the
Vision 2020 process. “God has produced in our
day the greatest affirmation of one another and
each other’s ministries,” added Dr. Webb. “This
affirmation has grown from the global connection
we have had through our Charis relationships.”

“And, at the end of the day, it was

God that received all the glory,” he
concluded.
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